Macro-Regional Strategies and Sea Basin Strategies Days 2026
O July 2026 (09:40 am to 11:20 am)

Panel Session

Further synergies among the Macro-regional and Sea Basin Strategies
‘Cooperation potential at the thematic level’

Concept Note

Over the past two editions of joint EU Macro-Regional Strategies (MRS)' and Sea Basin Strategies (SBS)? Days
in Brussels, jointly organised by DG REGIO and DG MARE, together with MRS and SBS, engagement and
areas for cooperation have been discussed at various levels, notably by promoting exchanges, especially at
thematic and technical levels.

In 2024, the first joint Macro Regional and Sea Basin Strategies Days® were organised, with a showcase
of relevant projects and processes supported by the MRS and SBS and key take-away messages discussed
in a closing session on “Synergies among the strategies; taking stock and looking ahead”* which
involved representatives from EU macro-regional Strategies and Sea Basin Strategies®. Outcomes of the
discussion were also restated in the final remarks of the former Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms,
Ms Elisa Ferreira, welcoming the cooperation between EU Macro-Regional and Sea Basin Strategies.

In 2025, during the 2™ edition of the MRS-SBS Days®, a “Cross-strategies Fertilisation Session” took
place, jointly led by the EU Sea Basin Strategies Assistance Mechanism (EU SBS-AM) and INTERACT?, with a
focus on concrete ideas and areas for greater cooperation amongst MRS and SBS. Living Lab discussions?
involving relevant stakeholders were held on possible ways forward in promoting mutual learning,
possible future collaboration, and shared innovation among the Strategies, with the aim to identify
opportunities for future joint cooperation. Representatives from MRS and SBS engaged in selected thematic
discussions, resulting in concrete ideas and potential areas of cooperation. Cooperation was also discussed
in the project showcase and a valuable panel on “Synergies among the Strategies with representatives
of the Strategies’ Presidencies”, involving Strategy representatives’.

" https.//ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/policy/cooperation/macro-regional-strategies_en

2 https://oceans-and-fisheries.ec.europa.eu/ocean/sea-basins/eu-sea-basins_en

3 https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/conferences/EU-strategies-days_en

4 https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/synergies-between-the-7-eu-regional-cooperation-strategies-highlighted-during-joint-dg-regio-and-
dg-mare-event/

> Ms Andra Kuzmina, Latvian Presidency for the EU Strategy for the Baitic Sea Region, Ms Mathilde Konstantopoulou, Greek Presidency for the
EU Strategy for the Adriatic-lonian Region, Mr Markku Markkula, Vice Presidente of the Committee of the Regions, Ms Isabelle Perret, French
Presidency of the EU Sea Basin Strategy for the Atlantic

8 https.//ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/conferences/EU-strategies-days-2025_en

7 https://www.interact.eu/

8 https://www.facebook.com/EURegiolnterreg/posts/1250078193828789?ref=embed_post

° https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/macro-regional-and-sea-basin-strategies-days-2025-eu-sea-basins-assistance-mechanism-
strengthens-maritime-cooperation/

'® Mr Andreas Sepp, Diplomat, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Estonian Presidency of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, Mr Midhat DZemi¢,
Head of Department, Directorate for European Integration, Bosnian and Herzegovinian Presidency of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region,
Ms llidia Quadrado, Portuguese Permanent Representation to the EU on behalf of the Portuguese Co-Presidency of the Western Mediterranean



As a result of these sessions, building on stakeholder feedback collected during these past events, a series
of actions for coordination and synergies-building were identified by the EU SBS-AM and INTERACT,
with concrete areas and ideas where to possibly foster cooperation between MRS and SBS. On such basis,
follow-up exchanges between the EU SBS-AM and the MRS Secretariats are ongoing, through the valuable
intermediation and support of INTERACT, to identify concrete cooperation options at the thematic level.

In 2026, during a 3 edition of the MRS-SBS Strategies Days'', a panel session “Creating further
synergies among the Macro-regional and Sea Basin Strategies: ‘Cooperation potential at the
thematic level™ will be organised by the EU Sea Basin Strategies Assistance Mechanism.

The aim of the panel is to present possible areas of synergies amongst the work of Technical Groups and
Thematic Pillars under the Sea Basin Strategies and Thematic Areas within the EU Macro-Regional Strategies.

The outcome of this discussion will aim to include the identification of concrete ideas for future
communication, events, and stakeholders’ engagement activities.

Background of thematic activities for SBS and MRS

The Sea Basin Strategies are active at technical level in a number of relevant sectors and policy areas. These
present synergetic potential with technical and thematic work carried out under the Macro Regional
Strategies, as described in the table below (For a detailed overview/screening, review the table placed at the
end of this document'?).

SBS: technical work at ‘sectoral level’ SBS: technical work at ‘policy level’
o Green Ports and Transport o Blue skills & Ocean Literacy
(WestMED Technical Group & Atlantic Pillar) (Atlantic Pillar & WestMED Technical Group)
o Sustainable Aquaculture & Bioeconomy o Maritime Spatial Planning
(WestMED & Black Sea Technical Groups) (Atlantic & WestMED Communities of Practice)
o Maritime & Coastal Tourism o Clusters, Investments & SMEs
(WestMED & Black Sea Technical Groups) (WestMED Cluster Alliance)
o Maritime Renewable Energy o Ecosystem Preservation
(Atlantic Pillar) (Atlantic Pillar)

EU Macro-Regional Strategies (MRS)'® provide a coordinated framework for countries and regions facing
shared challenges to align policies, funding, and governance around common thematic priorities. They
support thematic implementation by enabling cross-border and transnational cooperation and multi-level
coordination that translates broad strategic objectives into concrete regional actions and investments.
Thematic implementation within MRS takes place across sectors such as transport and connectivity,
sustainable energy, culture and tourism, environmental protection, climate adaptation, education,
competitiveness and economic development, labour and social inclusion, institutional capacity-building as
well as security.

Next steps and draft agenda

Building on such thematic activities, the MRS & SBS Days to be organised in Brussels on 8-9 July 2026 will
offer a concrete opportunity to pursue further ideas for possible thematic cooperation at thematic and
technical level. An overall (preliminary) agenda for the dedicated panel is proposed below, for further
discussion and finalisation, in cooperation with the European Commission (DG MARE/DG REGIO), INTERACT
and the Macro-Regional Strategies Secretariats.

Initiative, Ms Olena Marushevska, National Hub in support to the Coordination of the Common Maritime Agenda for the Black Sea, Ministry of
Education and Science of Ukraine

" https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/conferences/EU-strategies-days-2026_en

"2 This overview / screening is based on preliminary screening provided by the SBS AM and EU MRS secretariats.

'3 EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (2009): https://eusbsr.eu; EU Strategy for the Danube Region (2010): https://danube-region.eu;
EU Strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Region (2014): https://www.adriatic-ionian.eu; EU Strategy for the Alpine Region (2015):
https://alpine-region.eu.



Draft Agenda

Moderator(s): Matteo Bocci, EU SBS-AM Deputy Leader and Synergies Responsible; Robert Lichtner,
Danube Strategy Point, EU Strategy for the Danube Region (TBC).

o 09:40 - Opening and introduction of the session

Introduction to the exchange amongst MRS and SBS on future cooperation ideas and overall summary of the
process so far through the previous MRS-SBS Days editions (illustrated through a PPT with a summary of previous
activities, workshops, project showcasing and related pictures)

o 09:50 - Set the scene: SBS thematic work and relevant project examples in selected sectoral areas
A brief ‘pitch’ on the main activities promoted across thematic areas is offered to kick-start the dialogue
= Green Shipping & Ports (3 mins pitch one slide as background)

» Marta Pascual, Atlantic Strategy, Spanish National Hub
= Sustainable Tourism (3 mins pitch one slide as background)
»  Mamuka Berdzenishvili, Black Sea Common Maritime Agenda, Georgian National Hub
= Maritime Spatial Planning (3 mins pitch one slide as background)
» Thanos Smanis, EU SBS-AM Central Team
= Renewable Energy (3 mins pitch one slide as background)
» Liz Gavin, Atlantic Strategy, Irish National Hub
= (lusters, Investments & SMEs (3 mins pitch one slide as background)
» leonardo Manzari, WestMED Initiative, Italian National Hub

o 10:10 - Reflecting on SBS pitches: ‘Cooperation Potential at thematic level’
Thematic experts from the MRS will react to the pitches from SBS and express interest in cooperation
as well indicate specific areas for relevant synergies.
= Sustainable Shipping (3 mins reaction)

»  Sami Vesterinen - PA Ship - EUSBSR
= Maritime Spatial Planning (3 mins reaction)
»  Mitja Bricelj - MSP and Ecosystem Preservation - EUSAIR
= Sustainable Tourism and Urban Regeneration (3 mins reaction)
» Irina Cozma - PA Tourism, Culture and People to People Contacts - EUSDR
= Renewable Energy (3 mins reaction)
= Sergio F. Garribba - PA Energy - EUSAIR (TBC)
= (lusters, Investments & SMEs (3 mins reaction)
»  Michael Chatziefstathiou - PA Blue Economy - EUSAIR

o 10:30 - Opening the dialogue with the audience and further exchange between SBS and MRS
Further exchanges with the public will be also moderated as a way to foster dialogue between the
thematic responsible of MRS and SBS on selected areas based on mutual interest including capitalisation
of relevant projects and joining thematic S3s Partnerships).

o 11:00 - Closing of the session and main areas for follow-up
Wrap-up of the discussion and suggestions for further thematic engagement amongst SBS and MRS



