(2% WESTMED

sustainable tourism

S07 - Blue Tourism Indicators: Sailing
towards common approaches

Sun and Blue Congress
WestMED side event

suNn&blue

m ™ Blue Tourism

CE@ WE STMED

sustainable tourism Cormrmission Tion | [nnovation Congress




AGENDAT
1

15:30—15:40 - Welcome- by- the: WestMED" Assistance* Mechanism' — Marta- Pascual- — NH- Spain-
WestMED Initiative-(10")1

15:40—-15:50 - WestMED Sustainable Tourism-Working Group—1 Year-of UPDATES —StephanieVella-
—NH-Malta-WestMED Initiative-(10")Y|

15:50--16:00| = Blue-Economy-Observatory-(15")— Alessandro-Pititto—-Cogea, Bip-Group"
1

16:00—16:30 = Open-Floor-Discussion:(Questions-from-audience-and-interactive- participation-through-
SLIDO)-(25")Y

16:30- = Closure-of-the-Side-Event—Marta-Pascual -NH-Spain-WestMED -Initiative ]



Agenda

10:00 Welcome by the WestMED Assistance Mechanism
Agenda and updates about the Sustainable Tourism Technical Group, Stephanie Vella — WestMED
National Hub Malta

10:20 Implementation of the Transition Pathway for Tourism (T4T) & new Sustainable

Tourism Strategy
Ramune Genzbigelyte-Venturi and Elfa Kere - DG MOVE - European Commission

10:30 Blue Economy Observatory
*  Overall overview, Manuel Pleguezuelo - DG MARE
*  Monitoring and Indicators Implementation, EU Tourism Dashboard, Filipe Batista e Silva - Project
Leader JRC-ISPRA
*  Tourism indicators, Christophe DeMunter - Eurostat

11:00 COFFEE BREAK

11:15 Tourism SDG Indicators: A Roadmap towards 2025
Paula Camacho - Senior Project Specialist in the Statistics, Standards and Data Department at UN
Tourism

11:30 Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria for DESTINATIONS (GSTC-CD)
loannis Pappas - Director Mediterranean Region from Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC)

11:45 Maediterranean observatory, sustainability dashboard & data and statistics
Antoine Lafitte & Samson Bellieres - Plan Bleu

12:00 BEST CASE examples

¢ NECSTour project, Ana Moniche - Presidency of NECSTour project
*  Smart Tourism Destinations project, Urska Starc Peceny - Arctur

12:40 Open Floor Discussion
Questions-Answers via SLIDO

13:00 Closure
Marta Pascual - WestMED National Hub Spain

Sustainable Tourism

A WestMED supported Technical Stakeholder Group

Webinar on Indicators — Sustainable Tourism
2nd April, 2025
1000-1300 CET
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Why Indicators Matter
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Types of INDICATORS

* Composite indicators: These are a common method that aggregates
multiple indicators (e.g., economic, environmental, and social) into a
single, overall sustainability score for a destination.

* Qualitative and quantitative analysis: A combination of methods is
often used.
* Qualitative: In-depth interviews with local residents, business owners, and

government officials to understand their perceptions of tourism's social,
economic, and environmental costs and benefits.

* Quantitative: Using statistical data and metrics to measure performance, such
as the greenhouse gas emissions or solid waste generated by tourism.

* Strategic plans: Municipalities/regions often use specific plans to
guide their tourism development and evaluation.



Developed by the European Commission, this is a systematic approach for

Q UALITEST TOO'_ evaluating the quality performance of tourist destinations and related

services.
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SITS — OTB: The OTB Sustainable Tourism
|ndICatO rS SyStem (Barcelona Tourism Observatory)

* The new SITS-OTB system is
made up of 30
indicators linked to the 3
areas of tourism
sustainability, corresponding
to 21 issues, and which
respond to the 17 SDGs

ENVIRONMENTAL AREA

Climate change

Noise pollution

Air pollution

Wastewater and solid waste
management

ECONOMIC AREA

Development control

Tourism seasonality

Source: Barcelona Tourism Observatory
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EU Blue Economy
Observatory

* Alessandro Pititto




Focus on 2 SPECIFIC TOURISM INDICATORS
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Tourism Seasonality

Definition: Concentration of
tourist activity over time.

Impacts: Labour instability,

environmental pressure,
Infrastructure stress.

M'Dl"lthl}' arrivals and Hightﬁ spent in tourist accommodation, EU,
2024 (share in the entire year)
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Tourism Seasonality

Wide variety of seasonality measures

Gini coefficient, measuring the inequality in a frequency distribution. Originally
used to study income inequality, it can also be applied to tourism seasonality.

Share of the 2 dominant months in the annual number of nights spent

Seasonal deviation, defined as the average of the (absolute) deviations of the

monthly data points from their annual mean.

Difference between the peak and low month, although this peak/low ratio

Monthly nights spent in tourist accommodation, 2024, share of the two
busiest months
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* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and isin line with UNSCR 1244/1999
and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosowe Declaration of Independence.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: tow_occ_nim) eurostati@

Monthly nights spent in tourist accommodation, 2024, seasonal deviation

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999
and the IC) Opinion on the Kesovo Declaration of Independence:
Source: Eurostat {online data code: tour_occ_nim) eurostatil
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Tourism Intensity

Indicator: Overnight stays per 1,000
residents.

Captures pressure on communities
and resources.




Tourism Intensity

Tourism intensity= Number of nights spent at tourist accommodation
Resident population

The OECD uses “number of overnight stays in
tourist accommodation per 1,000 inhabitants”
as one of its key indicators of tourism’s role in
regional attractiveness and economic reliance
on tourism.

Other relevant indicators: Tourism DENSITY: measures the
presence of tourists relative to the area under consideration



Tourism Intensi

Tourism intensity, 2023
(nights spent by domestic and international guests at tourist accommodation
establishments per inhabitant)
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* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1989 and the ICJ

Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: tour_occ_ninat, demo_pjan) eurostati



e Diversification

Policy » Seasonal spreading
Implications e Visitor flow management

* Resident wellbeing measures
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