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Desalination has long been an important, and in some cases fundamental, tool in water resilience 
strategies. Italy, after several years of neglect, has recently resumed a path of plant and 
technological development and is poised to become a leading player in the Mediterranean 
scenario. This session will analyze the sector's strategic and regulatory guidelines, as well as 
technological developments aimed at making desalination increasingly sustainable within water 
supply sources. A roundtable discussion among representatives of Mediterranean countries will 
offer the opportunity to understand the different development models adopted by individual 
countries. Finally, initiatives and platforms aimed at disseminating best practices and technological 
innovation, will be presented.

 
 
Moderator: Silvio Oliva, President of AIDARA 
 
Speakers: 

Gerardo Sansone, Presidency of the Council of Ministers - Mission Structure for the fight against 
water scarcity and the strengthening of water infrastructure * 
Simona Ricci, Div 5 Sustainable Use of Water Resources, Ministry of the Environment and Energy 
Security (MASE) 
Giorgio Micale, Full Professor of Chemical Engineering, Department of Engineering, University of 
Palermo 
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Roundtable:  
-MOROCCO, Yousra Lamzah, Division Planification de l'Eau, Ministère de l'Équipement et de l'Eau; 
-LIBYA, Mohammed Abadoun Rasheed, Director of the Water Management Office - General 
Company of Water and Sanitation; 
-UAE, Roberto Mangano, Managing Director ILF Consulting Engineers; 
-ITALY, Alfredo de Giovanni, Responsible for Permitting, Expropriation and Geology, AQP SpA 
 
Presentations of Initiatives and Platforms: 
Alessandro Pititto, COGEA-BIP, Director: Desalination for Agricultural Applications * 
Samson Bellières, PLAN BLEU, Project Manager Green and Blue Transition: Advancing on 
sustainable desalination in a contrasted Mediterranean context * 
Cristian Chiavetta: AIDARA – Italian Association for Water Desalination and Water Reuse 
Massimiliano Gennari: AIDARA – Italian Association for Water Desalination and Water Reuse -
membranes 
Leonardo Manzari: WestMED Initiative – Italian Hub 
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