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Tourism Indicators

State of the art and future

Description and Objectives

Description

Tourism is an essential driver of economic growth, employment, as well as social and cultural exchange in
the Mediterranean. While challenges such as over-tourism and climate change exists, sustainable tourism
models can ensure long-term benefits for both visitors and local communities.

Consequently, the monitoring of the tourism sector is essential to ensure its sustainability. Developing and
using sustainable tourism indicators is essential for ensuring that the Mediterranean remains a thriving, yet
responsible travel destination.

Objectives

This webinaraims to underscore the critical role of reliable and robust indicators in advancing sustainable
tourism. The development of such dataserves as a fundamental management and monitoring tool,
supporting Mediterranean destinations to adopt a sustainable approach to destination management. The
use of indicators is also important to monitor key policy issues and assist in the prioritization of actions
towards sustainable development.

The scope of the event is to:

1. Highlight the role of indicators in terms of how well-defined and measurable indicators contribute to
effective tourism planning, monitoring, and policy development, ensuring a balance between
economic growth, environmental protection as well as social well-being.

2. Explore methodological approaches through showcasing best practices and methodologies for
designing and implementing sustainable tourism indicators, ensuring that they are practical,
comparable, and policy relevant as well as transferable in a manner to allow more Mediterranean
countries to participate in the collection of such data.
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The webinar will highlight the importance of sustainable tourism observatories and seek to highlight the
significance of harmonized approaches among Mediterranean countries to ensure data comparability and
cross-border collaboration within the Westmed community. The webinar will allow for discussion amongst
experts, policymakers, tourism operators, and researchers to exchange insights, share challenges, and
explore strategies for enhancing the sustainability and competitiveness of the region’s tourism sector.

This webinar will serve as a practical and policy-oriented discussion on sustainable tourism fostering
collaboration between the WestMED countries. It is being organized by the WestMED Technical Group on
Sustainable Tourism which has been developed to serve as a forum to discuss trends and opportunities for
sustainable tourism in the WestMED area. The discussions of this webinar can serve to inform the upcoming
EU Sustainable Tourism Strategy.

Language: English

Registration link
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/64e03f33-de74-9305-4bbd-e91ed47b03be

Register before 1 April 2025 16:00 CET
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Agenda

10:00 Welcome by the WestMED Assistance Mechanism
Agenda and updates about the Sustainable Tourism Technical Group, Stephanie Vella— WestMED
National Hub Malta

10:20 Implementation of the Transition Pathway for Tourism (T4T) & new Sustainable
Tourism Strategy
Ramune Genzbigelyte-Venturi and Elfa Kere - DG MOVE - European Commission

10:30 Blue Economy Observatory
e  Overall overview, Manuel Pleguezuelo - DG MARE
e  Monitoring and Indicators Implementation, EU Tourism Dashboard, Filipe Batista e Silva - Project
Leader JRC-ISPRA
e Tourism indicators, Christophe DeMunter - Eurostat

11:00 COFFEE BREAK

11:15 Tourism SDG Indicators: A Roadmap towards 2025
Paula Camacho - Senior Project Specialist in the Statistics, Standards and Data Department at UN
Tourism

11:30 Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria for DESTINATIONS (GSTC-CD)

loannis Pappas - Director Mediterranean Region from Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC)

11:45 Maediterranean observatory, sustainability dashboard & data and statistics
Antoine Lafitte & Samson Bellieres - Plan Bleu

12:00 BEST CASE examples

e NECSTour project, Ana Moniche - Presidency of NECSTour project
e Smart Tourism Destinations project, Urska Starc Peceny - Arctur

12:40 Open Floor Discussion
Questions-Answers via SLIDO

13:00 Closure
Marta Pascual - WestMED National Hub Spain

For more information
Marta Pascual (WestMED and Atlantic National Hub - Spain)
M: spain@westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu

Stephanie Vella (WestMED National Hub Malta)
M: malta@westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu

X (Twitter): https://x.com/WestMedStrat | Website: https:westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu
Newsletter: Click here
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