
WE TMED
blue economy initiative

Thematic/ Technical Groups

The WestMED Initiative’s main objective is to 
promote the potential of the blue economy in the 
Western Mediterranean region while preserving 
marine ecosystems  and contributing to climate 
change adaptation and mitigation.

Its aims are fully in line with the global commitments 
for sustainable development and fully integrated 
in the European Commission’s political priorities 
for 2019-2024, notably the European Green Deal 
and Mediterranean framework (Union for the 
Mediterranean-UfM)

•	Decarbonisation of the Blue Economy, and importantly 
boosting the Marine Renewable Energy Sectors 

•	Stepping up efforts to tackle air and marine pollution
•	Increasing ambition for preserving marine and coastal 

biodiversity in the Mediterranean
•	Promote training and technology transfer
•	Developing coastal resilience solutions and early 

warning systems
•	Maritime security and surveillance as a pre-condition 

for a prosperous and sustainable blue economy in the 
Mediterranean

 

westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu

with National hubs/ Centres

Boosting the Sustainable Sustainable 
Blue EconomyBlue Economy  in the
Western Mediterranean

WestMED
Initiative
in a nutshell

A smart 
and resilient 

blue economy
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maritime

governance

A safer and
more secure

maritime space

10 Countries

3 Goals

5 Thematic/ Technical Groups
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Success Stories

6 Priorities

Priorities Streamlined with the 2023 
WestMED Ministerial Declaration, adding 

Development of Coastal
Communities and Sustainable  
Fisheries and Aquaculture

Maritime safety and the fight 
against marine pollution

Skills Development 
and Circulation

Maritime Cluster
development

Sustainable Consumption
and Production

Biodiversity and Marine Habitat  
conservation and restoration

The WestMED Assistance Mechanism supports 
the implementation of the WestMED Initiative. 
It is governed by a Steering Committee, 
supported by a Central Management Team and 
10 National Hubs/ Centres. 
It helps:

Drive national and cross-border discussions 
with influential public and private 
organisations from both shores of the 
Mediterranean  on key thematic maritime 
topics across the western Mediterranean. 
Assist stakeholders with the relevant tools 
to help develop projects by finding project 
partners, identifying EU and non-EU funding 
opportunities and concrete proposal writing.

JOINT EU SEA BASIN ASSISTANCE MECHANISM
As of November 2022, the WestMED Assistance 
Mechanism became part of a joint Assistance 
Mechanism, together with the Atlantic Action 
Plan and the Common Maritime Agenda for the 
Black Sea. 
This, to further strengthen cross-sea basin 
synergies and enable more coordinated policy 
feedback.

1. AquaWest (Aquaculture)

2. Maritime Clusters Alliance

3. Green shipping and Ports

4. MED-MSP Community of Practice

42 
Project-ideas 

supported

606
Posts on the website 

and X (Twitter) 

+ 140 
events  featuring  

WestMED speakers, incl. 
WestMED Hackathon 

 

4 
Steering Committee 
Meetings organised

1 
Maritime Cluster  
creation & launch 
supported/ Libya

+ 30.300 
Visits to the  

website 

Social Media 1760
Followers on 
 X (Twitter)

883
Newsletter 
subscribers

Invasive species 
Bleu Adapt & 
Aribiotech

Read More 

Sustainable 
Aquaculture  
NewTechAqua

Read More

Blue Growth  
Accelerator 
GALATEA

Read More 

MAURITANIA

MOROCCO ALGERIA

TUNISIA

ATLANTIC STRATEGY
Supporting the Atlantic Action Plan

LIBYA

MALTA

ITALY

FRANCE

SPAIN

PORTUGAL

Stay up to date 
about the WestMED Initiative

Highlights 2024

2024 highlights (Oct ’23 - Oct ’24) 

Subscribe to the newsletter

Download the brochure with an 
overview of results and projects 
supported, 6 years on...

5. 
 Sustainable 

Tourism
NEW

NEW

https://www.ascame.org/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNvW-S8KBtk_RYnafGf0i5g
https://www.flickr.com/photos/181684329@N08/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/WestMED-2023-Revised-Ministerial-Declaration-Final-Draft.pdf
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/aquawest/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/westmed-maritime-clusters-alliance/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/green-shipping/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/maritime-spatial-planning/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/westmed-success-story-on-ocean-literacy-and-blue-skills-we-are-blue-schools-making-waves-from-the-classrooms-up/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/westmed-success-story-the-drive-for-green-shipping-with-marinehound-as-leading-example/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/success-story-emfaf-tourism-flagship-projects/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/mauritania/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/morocco/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/algeria/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/tunisia/
https://atlantic-maritime-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/libya/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/malta/
https://black-sea-maritime-agenda.ec.europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/WestMedStrat
https://ufmsecretariat.org/
https://maritime-forum.ec.europa.eu/theme/investments/blueinvest_en
https://bluemissionmed.eu/
https://interreg-euro-med.eu/en/
https://bluepartnership.eu/
http://www.bluemed-initiative.eu/
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://jpi-oceans.eu/en
https://cpmr.org/
https://www.enicbcmed.eu/next-med
https://www.oceancouncil.org/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/italy/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/france/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/spain/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/portugal/
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/cinea/userprofile.cfm?profileAction=edit&service_id=2176
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/westmed-6years-ENdef.pdf
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/sustainable-tourism/

