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1 Introduc�on 
The WestMED Steering Commitee, with support from the WestMED Assistance Mechanism, is 
organising the second edi�on of the WestMED Project Awards in 2023, a�er the success of the first 
edi�on in 2021. 

This interna�onal project compe��on aims to showcase and honour outstanding success stories, which 
are clearly aligned with the western Mediterranean Framework for Ac�on priori�es covering the 
WestMED ini�a�ve’s geographic area: Algeria, France, Italy, Libya, Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Portugal, 
Spain and Tunisia.  

The WestMED Project Awards will iden�fy excep�onal projects in different areas which provide 
innova�ve and replicable solu�ons embodying the WestMED ini�a�ve’s vision for the western 
Mediterranean. 

2 WestMED project awards categories 
Based on the western Mediterranean Roadmap priori�es1, awards will be aligned to the following 
categories: 

1. Biodiversity, Marine Habitat Conserva�on and Response to Marine Pollu�on 
This category includes pollu�on control at sea and land-based level, protec�on of coastal and 
marine ecosystems and comba�ng coastal erosion and habitat degrada�on, mari�me safety and 
governance of the sea 

2. Sustainable Consump�on and Produc�on. 
This category includes coastal and mari�me tourism, sustainable mari�me transport, marine 
renewable energies, innova�on - e.g. blue bio-technology- and support for entrepreneurship, 
crea�on of mari�me clusters 

3. Sustainable Fisheries, Aquaculture and coastal Community Development 
This category includes sustainable aquaculture development, environmentally friendly fishing 
prac�ces and fleets and upgrading of the produc�on chain 

4. Skills Development and Circula�on  
This category includes training and educa�on on mari�me issues, networks of mari�me research 
and scien�fic informa�on sharing 

 

 

1 https://www.westmed-initiative.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/EN-Declaration-and-roadmap.pdf  

https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/westmed-conference-2021/
https://westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu/westmed-conference-2021/
https://www.westmed-initiative.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/EN-Declaration-and-roadmap.pdf
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The WestMED Project Awards will be granted to 4 projects (1 winner per each of the categories listed 
above). 

Applicants are invited to select two categories: a primary award category, which should the most 
aligned with the project’s scope, and a secondary award category, to take account of any other category 
that they believe their project has a direct or indirect impact to. 

 

3 How to apply 

Interested applicants should submit their applica�on via the online applica�on form through this link: 
htps://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/WestMEDProjectAwards2023 

Any ques�ons should be submited via email (communica�ons@westmed-ini�a�ve.ec.europa.eu) 
 
Timeline: 

Date Ac�on 

21 April 2023 Launch of the award applica�ons incl online applica�on forms  

02 June 2023 Close awards applica�on 

12 June 2023 Inform award winners of results 

22 June 2023 WestMED Project Award ceremony at Stakeholder Conference in Malta 

 

The WestMED Award winners shall be contacted by the organisa�on team of the Assistance Mechanism 
to prepare the presenta�on of their project during the conference. 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/WestMEDProjectAwards2023
mailto:communications@westmed-initiative.ec.europa.eu
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4 Project Eligibility 

In order to be eligible, projects must: 

• Be delivered within the Western Mediterranean geographical area: Algeria, France, Italy, Libya, 
Malta, Mauritania, Morocco, Portugal, Spain and Tunisia 

• Have been ini�ated and/or completed during the 36 months prior to the announcement of 
this call. Applica�ons may be submited by any individual, organisa�on, business, group, 
network, consor�um or ins�tu�on. Any type of funded project (at local, regional, na�onal, or 
European level from public and/or private sources) that has been delivered or is being delivered 
inside the WestMED geographical area is eligible to apply. 

Applica�ons should be put forward by individuals or organisa�ons who are project managers or partners 
of the concerned project. 

These may include professionals, entrepreneurs, organisa�ons, centres of excellence/research 
ins�tu�ons, mari�me clusters, associa�ons and NGOs. 

 

5 Evalua�on Criteria 

Eligible nomina�ons will be assessed against the following set of criteria: 

• Project relevance with the award categories selected in the applica�on, taking into 
considera�on the WestMED Framework for Ac�on, the Roadmap priori�es and the UfM 
Ministerial Declara�on on Sustainable Blue Economy, adopted in February 20212. 

• Level of innova�on of the project, measured in terms of approach, results and working 
methods. 

• Impact or poten�al impact (social, environmental, economical). 

• Transna�onal component and involvement of partners from the north and southern shores. 
The project encourages collabora�on and has a Mediterranean/interna�onal dimension. 

• Poten�al for replicability and transferability of the project’s results across the western 
Mediterranean sub-sea basin. Project demonstrates its viability over the long-term, it can be 
replicated in different territories or locali�es and/or can be scaled up. 

 

 

2 https://www.westmed-initiative.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Declaration-UfM-Blue-Economy2021-EN-1.pdf  

https://www.westmed-initiative.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Declaration-UfM-Blue-Economy2021-EN-1.pdf
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The assessment of nomina�ons will be carried out by the WestMED Project Awards Jury that consists of 
Blue Economy experts. The decision on each of the categories shall be endorsed by members of the 
WestMED Steering Commitee, including Na�onal Coordinators and European Commission 
representa�ves. 

A�er being selected, awarded projects will be invited to atend the WestMED Mediterranean Project 
Awards Ceremony, to take place during the WestMED Stakeholders Conference in Malta. They will be 
informed in advance of their selec�on but asked not to make it public un�l the end of the Conference. 
That way, it can be fes�vely disclosed during the day itself.  

During the Project Awards Ceremony, once the announcement of the 4 awarded projects has taken 
place, a pitching compe��on session will be held amongst them. The procedure for this pitching 
compe��on will be as follows: 
 

• 4 awarded project’s representa�ves will give a 5-minute speech presen�ng the highlights of their 
project in front of the audience, who will be allowed to pose 2-3 ques�ons per project. 

• A dynamic, live vo�ng session will then be enabled 

• Based on the audience’s decision, a “winner-of-winners” will be announced on-site and receive a 
special award (see sec�on below). 

 

6 The Award 

All awarded projects will receive:  

• a WestMED cer�ficate and a trophy (the “winner-of-winners” will receive an addi�onal trophy) 
• a project pitch opportunity to showcase their project/ organiza�on to the Conference 

par�cipants 
• a dedicated follow-up session with our most relevant Na�onal Hub experts focused on further 

promo�on/ expansion of the project – i.e. introduc�on to relevant events/ mee�ngs where 
applicable with access to the extensive cross-sea basin network covering the WestMED, Atlan�c 
and Black Sea 

• promo�on via WestMED’s communica�on channels (web, Twiter, newsleter) 
•  all travel and accommoda�on expenses to and from the Conference, to be covered by the 

WestMED Assistance Mechanism for one representa�ve of each project/ini�a�ve 
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